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Syndromic Management

Overtreatment

Excess antibiotic exposure

Difficult to practice EPT

Fast

Inexpensive

High sensitivity

INTOLERABLE



Numerous Rapid Diagnostics STI Assays

GeneXpert CT/NG, HPV, HIV and TV

Binx OI CT/NG

Visby Medical CT/NG/TV

Many more in development …

Microscope

pH strips

Chlamydia lateral flow assay

Gonococcal lateral flow assay

Rapid TV assay



Diagnostics for STIs
Including Point of 
Care Tests (POCTs)

STI testing 
guidelines Self testing Pre-qualification

Access and 
affordability

Facilitate 
development of 
POCT for LMIC

Implementation 
research

Myopic



High acceptability and feasibility 
GeneXpert CT/NG and TV Assay

• Lima, Peru
• Port-au-Prince, Haiti
• Islamabad, Pakistan
• Beirut, Lebanon
• Hanoi, Vietnam
• Mysore, India
• Gaborone, Botswana
• Los Angeles and New Orleans, USA
• Pretoria, East London, and Cape Town, South Africa

Acceptability and Feasibility of Rapid Chlamydial, Gonococcal, and Trichomonal Screening and 
Treatment in Pregnant Women in 6 Low- to Middle-Income Countries, Sex Tran Dis 2018



UBIQUITIOUS



Clinicians, Patients and Policy Makers Want 
STI Point-of-Care Assays

Cost

Training

Improve care

Reduce antibiotic resistance

Enhance STI control



Use of NG Point-of-Care Lateral Flow + Reader
East London, South Africa

Accurate

Staff find favorable

Patients find favorable

Easy to use

Reliable

Low cost

Remco Peters, Wednesday 06.09.2022





Current WHO PreQualified Rapid Tests

Forthcoming

Rapid NG

Rapid CT

Current

Rapid HIV

Rapid HBV

Rapid HCV

Rapid Syphilis

Combined Rapid HIV/syphilis



Western attitude

In 2001, the chief of the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), 
Andrew Natsios, gave this justification to the US Congress for why the agency opposed 
giving antiretroviral therapy (ART) to Africans with HIV:

“If we had [HIV medicines for Africa] today, we could not distribute them. 
We could not administer the program because we do not have the doctors, 
we do not have the roads, we do not have the cold chain…[Africans] do not know what watches and clocks are. 

They do not use western means for telling time. They use the sun. 
These drugs have to be administered during a certain sequence of time during the day and
when you say take it at 10:00, people will say what do you mean by 10:00?” 

USAID Administrator, US Congressional Hearing, 107th Congress, 1st session, 7 June 2001

NIHILISTIC



Antiretroviral Therapy 2022

28.7 million people living with HIV infection receiving treatment

Million of lives saves 



Conclusion

No one wants to continue syndromic management

Etiologic tests are available and more are coming
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Rebuttal 
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