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Disclaimer
The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the author and do not necessarily represent 
the official position of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
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In 2021, STIs Remain at Far Too High a Level in the U.S.

3Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Sexually Transmitted Disease Surveillance: Preliminary 2021 Data. Atlanta: US Department of Health and Human Services; 2022.
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Gonorrhea and Syphilis Continued To Increase, Even During 
the COVID-19 Pandemic

Chlamydia Gonorrhea Syphilis

Reported 2020 and 2021 Cases as a Percentage of 2019 by MMW R Week, United States, Chlamydia, Gonorrhea, and Total Syphilis

4Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Sexually Transmitted Disease Surveillance: Preliminary 2021 Data. Atlanta: US Department of Health and Human Services; 2022.



* Primary and Secondary Syphilis

3%
of Counties Account 
for HALF of All 
Reported Syphilis*, 
Chlamydia, and 
Gonorrhea Cases

Increasing 
burden

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Sexually Transmitted 
Disease Surveillance 2020. Atlanta: US Department of Health and 
Human Services; 2022.



Some Groups Are More Affected by STIs
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of STIs reported were 
among young people 

15-24 years

of chlamydia, gonorrhea, 
and P&S syphilis cases 

were among non-Hispanic 
Black people

of primary and secondary 
syphilis cases were 

among MSM

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Sexually Transmitted Disease Surveillance 2020. Atlanta: US Department of Health and Human Services; 2022.
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Multiple Factors 
Contribute to 
Increasing STIs

National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine. 
(2021). Sexually transmitted infections: Adopting a sexual 
health paradigm.

Since 2003, there has 
been a 40% decrease in 
purchasing power

Annual Centers for Disease Control and Prevention sexually 
transmitted infection prevention budget, inflation adjusted 
budget, and syphilis rates, fiscal years 2003–2019.
SOURCE: NCSD, 2019.
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Multiple Factors 
Contribute to 
Increasing STIs

Source: National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and 
Medicine. (2021). Sexually transmitted infections: Adopting a 
sexual health paradigm.
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Multiple Factors 
Contribute to 
Increasing STIs

Source: National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and 
Medicine. (2021). Sexually transmitted infections: Adopting a 
sexual health paradigm.
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Multi-level Factors 
to Consider

Source: National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and 
Medicine. (2021). Sexually transmitted infections: Adopting a 
sexual health paradigm.
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Multi-level Factors 
to Consider

Source: National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and 
Medicine. (2021). Sexually transmitted infections: Adopting a 
sexual health paradigm.
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Use a 3-Pronged Approach

With limited resources, areas 
with highest morbidity get a 
higher proportion of the 
resources

Equitable distribution of 
resources

Tailored interventions 

Engaging the key populations 
in the design of the 
interventions

Integrating services for a 
syndemic approach

Ensuring a holistic, whole-of-
society approach that 
includes addressing social 
and economic barriers



Going Beyond Past Approaches: STI Prevention & 
Control for the 21st Century

From Disease to Health and Well-Being
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Identifying 
Collaboration 
Opportunities

Enhancing 
Surveillance 

Systems

Increasing 
Access to 
Healthcare

Expanding Partner 
Services & DIS

Improving STI 
Diagnostics & 
Therapeutics



Sexual Health Is . . . 
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An attitude

A society where stigma-free, affordable 
access exists



For more information, contact CDC
1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)
TTY:  1-888-232-6348    www.cdc.gov

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

Thank You 
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