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BACKGROUND

• High-risk DNA-HPV screening detects more than 90% of high-grade intraepithelial neoplasms.

• Healthcare systems are considering switching cervical cancer screening with cytology to DNA-HPV testing
to increase screening sensitivity and allow for longer collection intervals.

• Self-collected vaginal samples for HPV testing appears to be cost-effective when increasing screening
coverage.

• People living with HIV have a higher frequency of intraepithelial lesions and
anogenital neoplasms resulting from HPV.

• Women living with HIV are more likely to be infected by oncogenic HPV genotypes
and four to five times more likely to develop invasive cervical cancer, requiring
differentiated screening and diagnosis.



OBJECTIVES

1. Determine the prevalence and characterization of HPV Infection Among Women Living with HIV
Attending Public Health Services in Brazil.

2. Explore the acceptability of self-collecting vaginal samples for DNA-HPV testing by a pilot
implementation.



METHODS

• Cross-sectional study in 8 Brazilian cities among women living
with HIV from 18 to 64 years old, using a questionnaire
including sociodemographic, behavioral information, and
receptivity of vaginal samples self-collection.

• Pregnant women, hysterectomized women, women with
gynecological cancer were excluded.

• Anyplex HPV28 Detection SeeGene
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RESULTS

The self-collection instructions was easy to understand? 

Ignored 0.4%
No 2.1%

Don’t know 0.4%
Yes 97.1%

Do you prefer senf-collection or sample collection
done by a professional?

Self-collection 71.9%
Professional collection 8.8%

Ignored 0.7%
Don’t know 0.5%

Neutral 18.2%

1.920 answers for the self-collections questions.

Comfortable, and would recommend to 
someone else 84.5%
Comfortable, but would not recommend to 
someone else 0.9%
Uncomfortable, and would not do again 0.5%
Uncomfortable, but woul do it again 14.0%

How did you feel about the sample self-collection? 



CONCLUSIONS

In Brazil, cytology is the only cervical cancer screening tool since its introduction in the Brazilian
program in the 1970s.

It is considered strategic to provide access to HPV molecular biology tests within the scope of the
Brazilin Unified Health System (SUS) for the screening of cervical cancer in women living with HIV
who have a greater chance of progression of pre-invasive lesions to invasive cancer.

There was a very good acceptance from the women of the self-collection method. It could be
useful for services that doesn¹t have gynecological clinic or even for home self-collection.

This will make it possible to increase the diagnosis access of cervical cancer in the population of
women living with HIV in Brazil.
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